
Phonics Teaching
at

Thurnham CE Infant 
School



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised

• This is the programme that we follow at 
Thurnham to ensure that we have a well 
structured plan that ensures progression 
through the school.

• This is a national strategy. Children who find 
phonics challenging can continue at the stage 
they are at, regardless of their age.

• Enunciation. Https://binged.it/2MugjTN

https://binged.it/2MugjTN


Some definitions

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in 
a word  ( as in phone – you hear it)

• A grapheme is a letter or group of letters 
representing a single phoneme: 

t      ch      igh         eigh
(as in writing – graphite)



Digraphs

Two letters that represent one sound.

A digraph contains two letters:

sh       ck      th       ll     ai        ee       oy     oa

A trigraph contains  three  letters:

igh   ure   ear 

Split digraph: A digraph in which the two letters are 
not adjacent 

a-e        e-e       i-e      o-e       u-e     y-e



Oral Blending

Hearing a series of spoken sounds and merging them 

together to make a spoken word.  No text is used.

For example, when a teacher calls out  b – u – s, the 
children say “bus”.

This skill is usually taught before blending and reading 
printed words.



Blending

Recognising the letter sounds in a written 

word, for example c – u – p, and merging or 
synthesising them in the order in which 
they are written to pronounce the word 
“cup”.



Segmenting

Identifying the individual sounds in a 
spoken word, for example h – i – m, 
and writing down or manipulating 
letters for each sound to form the 
word “him”.

( use fingers- children use this to help 
them with their spelling)



Phase 1 

• Seven Aspects:
Aspect One: General sound discrimination – environmental sounds

Aspect Two: Instrumental Sounds

Aspect Three: Body Percussion

Aspect Four: Rhythm and Rhyme

Aspect Five: Alliteration

Aspect Six: Voice Sounds

Aspect Seven: Oral Segmenting and Blending

Each split into 3 aspects:

• Tuning into sounds (auditory discrimination)

• Listening and remembering sounds (auditory memory and 

sequencing)

• Talking about sounds (developing vocabulary and language 

comprehension).



Phase 2

• Introduces 19 grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences (GPCs)

• Decoding and encoding taught as reversible 
processes

• As soon as children have a small number of 
grapheme/phoneme correspondences, 
blending and segmenting can start 

(s/a/t/p/i/n/)

• ‘Tricky’ words



Phase 3

• Introduces another 25 graphemes

• Most comprising two letters

• One representation of each of 43 phonemes

• Reading and spelling two syllable words and captions

• This starts in Year R, being able to read the sounds 
and words and continues into Year 1, including 
writing the sounds and words.

• We continue to use sound buttons and introduce 
sound bars in their written phonics.





CVC words – clarifying some
misunderstandings

p i g c h i c k 

s h i p c a r

b o y c o w

f i l l w hip 

s o n g f o r

d a y miss

w h i z z                         huff



CVC?
p i g ✓ c h i c k ✓

s h i p ✓ c a r X

b o y      X c o w       X
•

f i l l        ✓ w h i p ✓

s o n g ✓ f o r X

d a y       X                                        m i s s ✓

w h i z z  ✓ huff ✓



Phase 4

• Blending / two syllable words

• This phase consolidates knowledge of 
Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences

• Introduces adjacent consonants

• No new GPCs



Phase 4 CVCC words



Alien / Nonsense Words



Phase 5

• Introduces additional graphemes

• Introduces alternative pronunciations for 
reading.

• Introduces alternative graphemes for spelling 

• Developing automaticity

• Alternative spellings

• Becomes a proof reader







Spelling



Phonics Screener check

• This is in June

• Your child needs to be able to read real and 
alien words containing all the graphemes 
taught up to Phase 5

• There will be a talk about this in early Spring

• DO NOT WORRY



Year 2 Reading

In Year 2 children continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills 
to decode words until reading is fluent. They learn to 

• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that 
contain the graphemes taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative sounds for graphemes  eg 
steam, bread

• read accurately words of two or more syllables that 
contain the same graphemes as above 

• read words containing common suffixes  (word 
endings)

• read further common exception words. 



Year 2 Reading

The children will start to read books with

• An increasing range of adjectives

• A variety of words to replace ‘said’

• More extended descriptions

• Some use of paragraphs

• More challenging vocabulary

• Longer and more complex sentences

By the end of Year 2, many will be reading books which have

longer chapters for more sustained reading. Non fiction books 
will have an increasingly sophisticated layout and more technical 
vocabulary.



Year 2 Spelling Rules and Patterns

• When to use –ge and when to use –dge   eg age, 
badge

• Lots of silent letters e.g. w, g, k at start of the word

• /s/ spelt as a /c/ before i, e and y  eg race, ice, cell, 
city, fancy

• When to use –le, -el, -il, -al at the end of words

• Rules for adding suffixes  e.g. if a short vowel is 
followed by one consonant, double the consonant, 
drop an e, change a y to an i etc. 

• How to add suffixes to spell longer words, including –
ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly 



Year 2 Spelling

In Year 2 children also learn to 

• spell lots of homophones e.g. won, one, there, their, 
here, hear, blue, blew, sun, son etc

• spell more words with contracted forms e.g. don’t, 
couldn’t, can’t, haven’t etc

• use the possessive apostrophe (singular) e.g. the 
girl’s book

We teach this daily, using games, websites and 
lots of spelling investigations...





What can you do 

• Articulation

• Say/segment/blend

• Read lots of rich texts

• Spellings –Yr R, Yr 1 and Yr 2- look cover write check

• Letter formation

• Know the name and sound of letters and be able to sequence 
letters (to help use a dictionary).

• Spell words using the letter names.

• Know consonant and vowels, including long vowels and short 
vowels.

• Encourage spelling investigations.


